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Hey Everyone,

| hope you have had a wonderful summer. This

Notes for the Pastor continued

Now, autumn is upon us. Activity will begin to increase in your lives at
work, at school, and within your families. Y our community here at Atone-
ment is no different. With as many things as were happening in the sum-
mer, fall at Atonement offers an equal or greater amount of opportunities
and challengesfor us. As | seeit, we have been growing together as a com-
munity for quite some time now. The last year has been devoted to the en-
couragement of building relationships with one another. It isatask that is
not yet completed. However, | believe this community has really come to-
gether. To thisend, there are severa opportunities to continue this process
and to evolve to the next step in discipleship....service.

A few opportunities:
Adult Education returns on Sunday mornings. Beginning September

isasentiment you will hear echoed throughout 7/ f
this newsletter. It was a good summer for my fam- 4 6

ily and | trust that it was for your family aswell.  From the ¢/Pastor
It was also afantastic summer at Atonement Lu-

theran Church. There were several important things that happened
throughout the summer.

Just to mention afew:

14" there will be an Adult Education time from 8:45 — 9:30 am on
Sunday mornings. Topics will be Bible study, current events, film,
etc. It isimportant that all members of the congregation continue to
grow in thisway.

Education and Y outh Activity Leadership — part of our stewardship at
Atonement isto give of our time. The education committee and youth
committee no longer operate in the traditional way. There are a host

Nearly 20 members of Atonement participated in a coed city rec
softball league in New Brighton. Although we only won two
games, it was a fantastic opportunity to build relationships and
have fun.

13 youth from Atonement spent aweek at camp at Camp Vermil-
lion in Cook, MN. It was an experience that they will remember
for many yearsto come.

A host of members and friends attended a Minnesota Twins game
in August.

Wednesday night worship services were tremendously successful.
Listening to lay preachers, experiencing different leadership, and
providing aworship service to keep people connected was well
received and very enjoyable.

A new roof was placed on theflat roof portion of the church. This
was a much needed improvement and the congregation responded
to financialy fulfill this needed work.

continued on next page

of activities that have a definitive beginning and end that will need
volunteers to lead. Many hands make for light work.

Service opportunities within the congregation — for along time now
there has been a dedicated core group of people who take care of alot
of unseen tasks at Atonement. The time has come for us all to step up
and lend a hand. If everyone offers some time, no one will get over-
worked. Opportunities exist in grounds keeping, worship set-up,
teaching, cleaning, counting, ushering, reading, and on and on. Please
be a good steward of your time and energy and give back to the com-
munity.

Bowling League — Bryan Kleen isinitiating the process of organizing
a bowling team to help build relationships, to have fun, and to get out
in the community.

Service outside the walls of Atonement —what would it ook like if
we were more involved as acommunity in service projects through-
out the area?

Midweek worship — could there be a great benefit in continuing our
midweek worship services of the summer and making them a year-
round part of our worship life?

continued on next page



Notes for the Pastor continued

While there are a host of opportunities and possibilities at Atone-
ment, we also have several challenges that need to be addressed. These
challenges present an opportunity for us to grow asindividuals and as a
community. No matter what, they will need to be considered and wres-
tled with.

Here are afew of our challenges:
Evangelism —we need to be more intentional about sharing the gos-
pel with our friends, family, coworkers, and neighbors. Thisisa
difficult task. However, this congregation will only grow through
your personal invitation to others. Is this community a place that
gives you life? Can you share that with others?

Stewardship — the funding necessary to meet the expenses of this
community will be asignificant challenge for 2009. The carryover
from the past severa yearsis gone. Now comes the difficult task of
every member making a deeper commitment to this place. Again, if
thisisacommunity that gives you life, please pray and consider
how you can grow in your financial support of this place. There are
no imaginary deep pockets that can do it for us.

Stewardship Again —with this said, this community is aso in need
of greater stewardship of the many gifts and talents that abound in
the people here. With a congregation this size, everyone needs to
play apart in taking care of each other, this facility, and the work
we share. You are al ministers of the gospel.

| am excited to see what the fall holds for us. | celebrate what we have
been through together over the past 10 months. | know that God is faith-
ful and that the Holy Spirit is moving within this place. Come aong and
see where we will go together.
See you at worship,

Pastor Tom

Prayersfor Healing

Prayer ministers will be available after worship on September 14 for
those who desire individual prayersfor healing. Y ou may ask for
prayers for yourself or on behalf of others.

) e QOSSI.O

o " From the Council...

| can't believeit is September! It seems our summer has

flown by! Thanks to everyone who participated in our
<& Wednesday night worship services to make them a suc-

cess...they were a nice break in the middle of a sometimes
crazy week. Y outh/Education is getting organized for the coming year,
Dwight is getting practice schedules set up so if you have any interest in
participating in either of these or another area of ministry or service don't
be afraid to ask someone how to get involved. It is so much fun to work
and get to know each other in small groups and often rewarding in ways
you may not have imagined. We were talking about giving and steward-
ship at our last council meeting and Pastor Tom brought forward that giving
is not strictly monetary, that giving of our time and ourselvesisjust asim-
portant. | encourage you to look for ways you can give of you blessings,
your time and of yourselves to this community here at the Crossroads,
within these walls and out in our daily lives...sharing God's love with your
church family and even with someone you may have never met before.

7
g Christ

Cindy Hanson, Council President

From the Music Director

| hope al of you have had a wonderful summer thusfar. |
want to say aHUGE THANK Y OU to all that have helped out
with our summer music (worship team and special music). With-
out all of you, we could not have doneit.

We now turn our attention to the fall and the beginning of regular re-
hearsals for both the choir and the worship team. We will begin rehearsals
on Wed evenings, Sept. 3. We will have awelcome back fellowship time
aswell on that evening. Our schedule for that night will be:

Wor ship team 6:30 p.m.
Fellowship 7:30 p.m.
Choir 8:00 p.m.

Please plan to join us Sept. 3. If you’ ve never sung with us before,
now isthe perfect timeto try it. You may really enjoy it.....and receive a
blessing from the Lord as well. Again thanksto all our musicians and |
look forward to another great season ahead, with the Lord’s help.

Sincerely, Dwight Williams



Prayer Shawl Ministry
Saturday, September 13
10:00 am

Everyone is welcome to come and join this
service group. We will be discussing Chapter Six of Ordinary Joy by
Joe Campeau. Y ou may participate in the Bible study or just listen as
wetalk and crochet or knit. Bring your project or materials with you.
Please remember to enter by thekitchen door if thereisno other
activity occurringin the church.

Yarn Donations

Good yarn is expensive. Each prayer shawl can take 3 to 5 skeins
of yarn depending on the type of yarn. Our knitters and crocheters
like to choose their own yarn. Please help them out by contributing to
ayarn fund. Royce King, our treasurer, will set up an account for us.
If you choose to donate, please indicate Prayer Shawl Ministry on the
memo line of your check or the front of your envelope. Thank you.

Sewing Angels

Sewing Angels met twice in August. Fleece blankets were fringed
and quilts were put together for tying. Completed items were dis-
played in the Narthex on Sunday, August 3. After the August 5"
meeting, 3 afghans, 3 tied quilts, and 8 fleece blankets were delivered
to Sewing Angels.

At thiswriting, specific September meeting dates have not been set.
Possible times will be Tuesday afternoons with a Wednesday or Satur-

day all day. Please watch the weekly bulletins for exact days and
times.

Everyone iswelcome. Come when you can for aslong as you can.
Potluck lunch at noon if we are having an all day workshop.

Grateful Children

There will be many grateful local children because
of the generosity of Atonement members and guests.
We amost filled the big box in the entry with dona-
tions of school supplies! The contents were appor-
tioned, by members of the Charitable Giving Team
and the Hunger Group, on August 13 for distribution to needy children
by our two local food shelves. Ralph Reeder in Ramsey County and
SACA in Anoka County. ALL theseitemswerein the big box: 23 back-
packs, 11 sturdy portfolios, 28 notebooks, 22 folders, 20 crayon packs, 2
colored pencil packs, 3 3-ring binders, and numerous pens, pencils, rul-
ers, and glue sticks. THANK YOU for your generosity!!

The Charitable Giving Team and the Hunger Group

Social Concerns Network & CEAP

Partnership
Tuesday, September 9 7:00-9:00pm

Guest Speaker: Kevin Martineau,
Executive Director, Love In the Name of Christ of NW Ramsey County

Host: Atonement Lutheran Church

October Meeting: Will be held at Salem Covenant Church on October
14. Guest speaker will be their Parish Nurse, Nancy Olen. All members
of Atonement are invited to attend if they are interested

VN

A King'sKidsPreschool

i)

@ @ September is here and with it the hustle and bustle of back to
school! We are looking forward to our first days of school here
at King's Kids Preschool on the 8th and 9th of September. We have hired
anew staff member, Mrs. Davies, she will be working in the 3 year old
classwith Mrs. Webb. We will be getting to know our friends, our
schedule at school, talking about apples, self esteem, our body parts and
feelings. It will be afun and busy month aswe all settle in for the school
year! Cindy Hanson, Director




Bible Sudies

Mary Morning Circleis scheduled to meet at 9:30 AM on Thurs-
day, September 11 at Anne Olson’s home. We extend an invitation
to al women to join our Bible Study.

Naddy’s Men’s Fellowship meets each Thursday morning at 6:30
at R.J. Richesin Mounds View.

Elizabeth Circleis scheduled to meet at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 16 at Carol Uecker’s home.

Monday Morning Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study meet M on-
daysat 7 a.m. for breakfast in the Fellowship Hall followed by a
study of the next Sunday’ s scripture readings.

Thank You

Members of Atonement Lutheran Church,

| want you to know how much my family and | enjoyed spending Sun-

day morning (Aug. 6) with you. Thank you much for your hospitality and
generosity. We pray that God will continue to bless your ministry.

John Bermel
Romans 15:13
Bedrock Beliefs of
Atonement Lutheran
Church
We bdlieve that...
God is present and active in our livesand in
the world.

God is generous to al people.
God calls us to work.
God isfaithful.

HOLIDALE 2008
UPDATE

61 days and counting

If you are reading this on September 1%, we have just 61 days left to
complete everything that needs to be done for HOLIDALE' s success.
Beginning Sunday, September 7, the weekly HOLIDALE Bulletin will
reappear.

One more volunteer has stepped forward, Shelley McDonald will
coordinate our publicity efforts. Thank you Shelley.

| hope many of you are working on a craft item for the boutique. At
this point we have had no workshops because no one has volunteered
to coordinate one.

There will be one or two workshops on fleece blankets in Septem-
ber. We had a huge donation of beautiful fleece last month.

We have one silent auction item and two raffle items. More are
needed. Basket items are popular. Make a book basket, coffee basket,
wine basket, popcorn basket, sewing basket — al of these have been
successful in the past. Contact Dorri Olson about your idea or dona-
tion.

We need ideas for crafts. We need clean empty yogurt Smoothie
containers for the one new ideawe have gotten. Please put them in the
Boutique room.

We have dishtowels to be embroidered, appliquéd or painted. They
arein the large boxes in the Boutique room.

Coordinators are needed in the following areas:
Monday night set up and getting out stored items.
Display set up
Signs - outdoors
Clean up on Saturday
After sale sorting and storing
Monday night return Fellowship Hall to normal configuration and
moving of boxesto storage.
Please volunteer.

Dorri Olson
Holidale 2008 Coordinator



September Meeting Schedule

Saturday, September 13 9:00 am —4:00 pm
Bring your sewing machine if you want to sew.
Otherwise, you can assemble bundles, sort incoming donations,
cut fabric, etc.

Tuesday, September 9 9:30 am —11:30 am
Assemble bundles, cut fabric

Thursday, September 18 6:30 pm - 9:00 pm
Bring your sewing machine if you want to sew.
Otherwise, you can cut fabric or attach snaps.

Address:
445 Old Highway 8, New Brighton
The unit is at the back of the building in the basement.
Thereisalot of parking space.

Questions? Contact Phyllis Kvitrud, Fong Lee, or Dorri Olson.

Donations of items for the layettes can be made at any time. All items
must be new. Contact Phyllis or Fong and they will take your donations
to the Saturday meetings for you. If the item is handmade, please esti-
mate the number of hours you took to makeit.

Aluminum Cans 0

Please continue to bring your cans to church in plastic garbage bags
and put them downstairsin the old kitchen area. Susanne and Bob June
will periodically pick them up and take them to Hugo for recycling. If
you are able to crush the cans, the June' s would greatly appreciate it.
The money from the cans goes to Atonement projects.

Abiders Ministry

Presbyterian Homes of Arden Hills and Presbyterian Homes of Rose-
ville seek compassionate Christian men and women volunteersto join
our ABIDER MINISTRY at either site. The ministry is dedicated to
ensuring that no resident should have to die alone. ABIDERS provide
a compassionate presence for actively dying residents when their fami-
lies and friends cannot be at their side. An orientation is provided to
volunteers. For more information, contact Chaplain Brenda Alexander
at 651-631-6051 at the Arden Hills site or Chaplain Cal Cooper at 651-
631-6249 at the Roseville site.

The Charitable Giving Team

Social Concerns Network Coat Drive

PICTURE THIS : A cold October morning at the end of the month.

A long line of people standing outside the Pike Lake Neighborhood Park
Building - many without a coat on. WHY ??7??

They are there in hope of getting awinter coat for themselves and/or
members of their families at the 11" annual Social Concerns Network
Coat Giveaway.

We have contributed every year. Our closets are empty. But the need
isgreat. Please contact your friends, neighbors, relatives to donate their
gently used, clean and repaired winter coats. Hit those garage sales.
Offer to pick up their unsold winter items.

We will begin gathering winter coats on Sunday, September 28.
Please put your donations on the coat racks across from the pastor’ s of -
fice.

Direct your questions to Dorri Olson. Thanks for your help.

Recycling at Atonement

We have two recycle containers by the outside kitchen door. The
smaller container is for paper, glass, duminum and plastic. The larger bin
isfor cardboard. Please recycle when cleaning up after activates here at
church.



Reflections...
Reaching out...

Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to
the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed
the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray. When evening
came, he was there alone, but by this time the boat, battered by the waves,
was far fromthe land, for the wind was against them. And early in the
mor ning he came walking toward them on the sea. But when the disciples
saw him walking on the sea, they were terrified, saying, "It is a ghost!"
And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said,
"Take heart, itis|; do not be afraid.”

Peter answered him, "Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on
the water." He said, "Come." So Peter got out of the boat, started walking
on the water, and came toward Jesus. But when he noticed the strong
wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, "Lord,
save me!" Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying
to him, "You of little faith, why did you doubt?" When they got into the
boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat wor shiped him, saying,
"Truly you are the Son of God.” Matthew 14: 22-33

People who were blessed to be in church on Sunday 10 August 2008 and
hear the message Luther Seminary student John Bermel shared will under-
stand what | mean by the image of Peter as the Wile E. Coyote. Remem-
ber how Wile E. Coyote would chase the road runner, and suddenly stop
and look at the camerawith that “oh no, what have | done, where am I,
I’m going to get it now...” look. He would then fall along way or have
something huge crash on top of him. Well, Peter went right out on the wa-
ter when Jesustold him “Come.” But, when Peter took his eyes off Jesus
and started to look around at the storm raging all about him, you can al-
most see that Wile E. Coyote “oh no!” look on his face. Unlike the coyote,
Peter had Jesusto call out to for help and Jesus was an arm’ s length away
and reached out his hand and caught Peter.

Peter is not the only one who finds himself caught in the storms of life.
We do aswell. Over the last few months, | have put in some long, hard
weeks at work. The struggles there have left me drained and weary so the
mess in my cube has been on my heart and mind. And, I’ ve talked with or
heard about a number of people who are struggling with assorted difficul-
ties related to work or jobs. Maybe that is why examples of these types of
struggles come to mind, but there are analogies to lifein general in them

continued on next page

Reflections Reaching out continued page 2

aswell. Most of us have been in one of these challenging situations.
Some of us probably have walked through more than one of them. What
do we do in such messy storms? How do we survive? Have we had that
Wile E. Coyote look when a storm is brewing all around us, like
when...?

We are struggling to find ajob.

We are students trying to decide what to do with our lives or decide
on amajor or trying to train for ajob.

We are starting a challenging new job, either right out of college or
because of ajob change.

We are laid off or swamped with work because others were laid off.

We are forced to work for minimum wage and we are concerned
about how to support our family.

We are deployed for military service and questioning whether our job
will redlly be there when we get back.

We are unhappy with our job, or career, but afraid to change because
we need to support our family.

We have worked and walked for months, or years, with the threat of
layoffs hanging over us.

Othersjudge our job as not ‘real’ because it is either not
‘professiona’ or involves little physical activity so itisnot ‘real work’ to
them.

We get injured a second time in ayear and no longer qualify for dis-
ability leave and need a way for medical coverage to continue while we
cannot work.

We are concerned what our employer will do if we take too much
timeto tend to aserioudly ill family member.

There are medical issues that are negatively impacting our work perform-
ance and it jeopardizes our job.

Can you picture yourself in one of these situations? Do you remember
when you found yourself in asimilar struggle? Can you see the Wile E.
Coyote look on your face? Can you feel yourself sinking down in the
storm?

continued on next page



Reflections Reaching out continued page 3

Now, more than the Wile E. Coyote image, remember this one —when
Peter called out to Jesus he was right there to reach out his arm and grab
hold of Peter and lift him up. No matter what messy, stormy situation
you find yourself in —at work, at school, in life— God is always right
there, ready to reach out and grab you and keep you from sinking down
in the raging storm. We are human so our lives will include many messy

situations. But, no matter what storms we face God is always there for us.

God loves usin spite of our imperfections, and the messes we get into in
life, and is waiting right there to reach out when we call out to Him and
grab hold of usto lift us up. Thanks be to God!!!

Nellie

2008 Fall LEAFS

Life Enrichment Adult Forums

See the bulletin board for registration and the wide variety of session
information: spiritual, music, world events, healing, etc.
Monday mor nings from 9:00 to 1:00 includes lunch
at St. Philips Lutheran Church
9/22, 10/6, 10/20 and 11/3

Peter Landrus on Mission Trip to Biloxi, M S this summer

Place:

Time:

Sept. 15

Sept. 22

Sept. 29

Oct. 6

Oct. 13

Oct. 20

Growing Through L oss

North Suburban Grief Support Coalition
Fall 2008 Series

Abiding Savior Lutheran Church
8211 Red Oak Dr
MoundsView, MN 55112

Mondays, 6:45t0 9 p.m.

Understanding Grief and Loss
Judy Connolly, D.Min.
Chaplain, University of Minnesota
Medical Center, Fairview

Emotions and Self Care
Adaire Lassonde, SSND, LISW
Program Manager, Office of Separated
and Divorced, Catholic Charities

Finding Hope within Grief and Loss
Ed Holland, M.Div.
Chaplain and Grief Counselor
M ethodist—Park Nicollet Hospice

Families Coping with Grief
Janice Winchester Nadeau, Ph.D.

Licensed Psychologist, Marriage & Family Therapist

Handling the Holidays
Paul V. Johnson
Bereavement Supervisor
HealthPartners Hospice of the Lakes

Whereis God in our Suffering
(includes a healing service)
Rev. Elisa Schafer Richardson, M.Div.
Pastor, Abiding Savior Lutheran Church

For further information call 763-755-5335

Visit our website at:
www.growingthroughl oss.org



Twins Game —A great success!

Thank you to everyone who attended the August 1% Twins baseball
game. We had 20 loudly cheering Atonement fans at the Metrodome
(ages3t0 83 - it was great)! The night was avictory in two ways - a
portion of our ticket price went towards homeless youth...and the
Twinswon!! Thanksto Carol Hoiby for taking all the great photos!

See you next year at the game, The Y outh Team

Carol Hoiby and Bea Laubach en-
joying the game!

Group photo (Carol Hoiby and
Dwight — not pictured)

Youth Fundraiser Thank You

Thanks everyone for helping with and supporting our youth by coming
to the pancake breakfast at Applebee's! It was a great success and we
had ablast doing it. Look for additional opportunities to support our kids
by contributing to future fundraisers! We are planning an apple
crisp/bake sale thisfall in conjunction with our apple orchard/hayride
event. Thanks again!

The Youth Team

September

Birthdays

Sept 06 Emily Washburn

Sept 08 Debra Benson
Andrew Houfek
Sam Jenkins

Sept 18  PhyllisKvitrud

Sept 19 David Benson

Sept20  AndreaCagle

Sept21  Tony Houfek

Sept 23  Tamera Blackmon

Sept 25 Renee Keller

Sept 26  Helen Campeau
AlissaMacKenzie
Shirley Peterson

Sept. 27  Elise MacKenzie

Sept 28 Maya Jenkins
Lauren Schmidt
Janice Schmidt

Sept. 29  Bonnie Anderson

Sept 08
Sept 16

Sept 17
Sept 20

September

Anniversaries

Tom & Stacey Jenkins
Bruce & Nancy Jahnke
Dave & Eileen Kellesvig
WD & Tamera Blackmon

Ron & Carol Hoiby

Greg & Ruth Swanson

2001
1972
1967
1992
1966
1997

Flower Ddliveries

Flowerswere ddlivered to Bev

Johnson, who is recovering from

surgery to repair a detached retina.
We pray that her recovery will go
smoothly and that her healing will be
complete.

Above all, we seek to live out

And toresist
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Carame Rolls
September 21

The Atonement Y outh will be serving (one of the
many ways our youth serve others) fresh hot caramel rollsjust before
and just after church service September 21. Please come and donate
generoudly as the proceeds help to pay for our youth to attend church
youth events and/or bible camp next summer. Also, if you want to earn
money you can help prepare the rolls on the Saturday just before Cara-
mel Roll Sunday from 9-11am. Any questions call Greg Hanson 763
572-8304.
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Miss a Sunday?

Weekly announcements are posted on our
website www.deliverdjesus.org.

Lay Assisting Minister Schedule

Sunday
Sept. 7

Sept. 14
Sept. 21
Sept.28

Sunday
Sept. 7

Sept. 14
Sept. 21
Sept.28

Sunday
Sept. 7

Sept. 14
Sept. 21
Sept.28
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10 a.m.

Lorna Schultz
Royce King
Chris Scherff
Helen Campeau

Greeter Schedule

10 a.m.

Kevin & Gwen Blomseth
Bealea& Karen Larson

Roger & Phyllis Kvitrud

Virginia Cahow & Janice Schmidt

Nursery Schedule

Sunday 10am.

Sept. 7 Heidi Eschenbach
Sept. 14 Jackie Lundemo
Sept. 21 Gwen Blomseth
Sept.28 Tami Kinney

Coffee Fellowship

10am.

Dick & Karen Larson
Bruce & Nancy Jahnke
Confirmation Students
Dave & Ndlie Landrus
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September Meals on Wheels

§Thursday
: September 4

 September 11
: September 18
: September 25

10:45am—Noon

Paul and Bonnie Anderson
Marilyn Nelson

Roger & Phyllis Kvitrud
Roger & Phyllis Kvitrud
Roger & Phyllis Kvitrud
Gary & Kerry Shoberg




