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Sharing our Blessings and Gifts  

Sharing the Love of Jesus 

Hello Everyone, 
 

     As the pastor of this congregation, you have 
given me some very specific responsibilities. 
These responsibilities include leading worship, 
teaching the faith through adult and youth edu-
cation, visiting the sick, and praying for the 
people of this congregation. A further portion 

of my responsibilities includes representing this 
congregation in the larger church and representing 
this congregation in the local community. Finally, 
there are administrative tasks that you have given 
me. I work closely with our church council, I work 
alongside committees doing the work of this con-
gregation as needed, and I work alongside mem-
bers of this congregation who do the important 
work of managing this congregation’s finances. 
This includes broaching the difficult topic of fi-
nances and our responsibility as believers to give 
of our financial gifts to support the work of this congregation and the 
larger church. 
     Every time that Atonement Lutheran church’s treasurer, finance, or 
stewardship committee sends out a letter to the congregation with re-
gards to our financial stewardship, the following scripture passage is 
included: 
    Each of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluc-
tantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. (2 Corin-
thians 9.7) 
    If I were to be the only one who spoke of our need for faithful giving, 
I believe it would be easy to tune out, to turn away, or disinterested. 
And yet, it is from within the body of this congregation that we hear an 
echo of Paul’s own words of encouragement with regards to our giving. 
They are the people sitting next to you. They are the people with whom 
you have shared so much throughout the years together in this place. 
They are the people who pray for you, who worship with you, who sup-
port you in times of need, and who share in a special life with you. It is 
your neighbor, your friend, and your fellow Christian who belongs to 
this particular part of the Body of Christ who speaks about giving.  
     I have been amazed in the first year of ministry with you at the 
warmth and generosity of this congregation. When there has been a visi-
tor, you have extended the hand of welcome. When there has been a  

continued on next page 

    The prayer shawl ministry had given prayer shawls as a tangi-
ble sign of God’s love to our confirmands, those going on mis-
sion trips, those serving our nation and those coping with grief or 
illness.  As they knit/crochet  the shawls in public places, it is 
also a way to share their faith. 

   Once again this year, the Charitable Giving Team and Chef 
Dave are coordinating our Thanksgiving Eve Community Meal on 
Wednesday, November 26 at 5:30—6:30 p.m.   The food in won-
derful and needs to be shared with our community.  Please invite 
friends, family and neighbors.  Get the word out!!! 
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Prayers for Healing  
 

    Prayer ministers will be available after worship on November 16 for 
those who desire individual prayers for healing.   You may ask for 
prayers for yourself or on behalf of others. 

From the Council… 
 

    As our schedules seem to get fuller during this autumn 
time, and we are moving along with the year.  Virginia Ca-
how has been working hard to get the pictorial directory un-
derway...please sign up for a time slot in the Narthex.   The 
bowling league did not work out but, never fear, Bryan said 

he may organize some impromptu games...let him know if you are inter-
ested!  Some exciting opportunities are in the works, one of which is...a 
Contextual Education student and his wife, Joel and Rachel, will be with 
us soon.  We are meeting off site for our second October meeting, the 
27th, and then will be returning to church and finishing up there.  We will 
be looking for areas of repair and growth both physically and spiritually 
for our congregation here at Atonement Lutheran Church.   
 

                                Cindy Hanson, Council President  

Notes from the Pastor continued 
 

hurt, an illness, or trouble, you have extended your prayers. And when 
there has been a financial need, you have dug deep and supported the 
work of this congregation.  
     On November 9th, this congregation will be celebrating Consecration 
Sunday. This will be an opportunity for each of us to once again pray 
about and make a commitment to supporting the work that Christ does 
in this place for another year. I humbly ask you to pray about this deci-
sion and consider making a pledge if you have never pledged before.  If 
you have pledged before, I encourage you to consider how you can 
grow in your giving. I would also ask you to consider becoming more 
deeply involved in giving of your time and talents to support our com-
mon work as well. 
     I understand with the current economic situation that we are all a bit 
fearful and uncertain. However, I also believe that God is faithful and 
that together we will be alright. And more than alright, we will be 
blessed. I will continue to pray for you with a sense of thanksgiving for 
the opportunity to live and serve among you and with you. 
See you at worship, 
Pastor Tom 

Meet Our Contextual Ed Student 
 

Good morning! 
    My name is Joel Gueningsman. I was born and raised about an hour 
west of the Twin Cities in Lester Prairie, MN. After graduating from high 
school I attended college at the University of Concordia, St. Paul where I 
received my bachelor of arts in Theology. Since then I have been at Luther 
Seminary working on my master of divinity. I am 26 years old and have 
been married to my wife Rachel (24) for three years.  She grew up in Wa-
tertown, MN which is about ten miles from my hometown. She attended 
Minnesota State University, Mankato where she received her bachelor of 
science in food and nutrition. Rachel currently works for the Women, In-
fants, & Children program for Ramsey County. I also work part time at a 
group home that focuses on adults with traumatic brain injuries. We live 
on the campus of Luther with our two 
dogs, Oscar and Ellie, and our two cats, 
Lola and Hula. 
   We look forward to meeting you and 
growing with you! 
 

  Joel & Rachel Gueningsman 

There’s still time to sing! 
 

    The choir is rehearsing for their Chr istmas Cantata, 
“Mary Did You Know”. It is not too late to join them for 
the cantata to be performed on Sunday, December 21. Rehearsals are 
on Wednesday nights at 8 p.m., feel free to come just for the Cantata 
part of the choir rehearsal. 
   You might really like it!                                        Dwight Williams 
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Bible Studies 

 

� � Mary Morning Circle is scheduled to meet at 9:30 AM on Thurs-
day, November 13 at Anne Olson’s home. We extend an invitation to 
all women to join our Bible Study.  

 

� � Naddy’s Men’s Fellowship meets each Thursday morning at 6:30 
at R.J. Riches in Mounds View.  

 

� � Elizabeth Circle is scheduled to meet at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, No-
vember 18 at Carol Uecker’s home. 

 

� � Monday Morning Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study meet Mon-
days at 7 a.m. for  breakfast in the Fellowship Hall followed by a 
study of the next Sunday’s scripture readings.  

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Saturday, November 8 

9:00 am  
 

  

 
 

 
   Everyone is welcome to come and join this service group.  We will 
be discussing Chapter Eight of Ordinary Joy by Joe Campeau. You 
may participate in the Bible study or just listen as we talk and crochet 
or knit.  Bring your project or materials with you.  Please remember to 
enter by the kitchen door if there is no other activity occurring in the 
church.  

Please note the time change as the Boutique Brunch is also  
being held this morning. 

Sewing Angels 
 

    Thirteen items were delivered to Sewing Angels 
on October 6.  The delivery included 7 fleece blan-
kets, 5 afghans and 1 tied quilt.  We have now deliv-
ered 72 blankets, afghans and quilts to Sewing Angels in 2008.  Thank 
you to all who have participated. 
    There are several fleece blankets to be fringed at the bottom of the 
Sewing Angels cabinet in the Boutique Room.  Feel free to take one 
home to fringe and return it to the cabinet.  
    At this time, I am unable to schedule any Sewing Angels Work-
shops.  You can make a blanket, quilt or afghan at home and give it to 
Sewing Angels.  Hopefully, Sewing Angels will begin more regular 
meetings in January.   Meanwhile, watch the weekly bulletin for new 
meeting dates. . 

Recycling at Atonement 
 

    We have two recycle containers by the outside kitchen door. The 
smaller container is for paper, glass, aluminum and plastic. The larger 
bin is for cardboard. Please recycle when cleaning up after activates 
here at church. 

Atonement Book Club 
November 17 

 

    The ABC will discussing the book “ I Really Shouldn’ t 
Be Here”  by Bob Newhart on Monday, November 17 at 7 p.m. . Judy 
Benki will be hosting the event. Contact Kay Christenson at 651-633-
2051 for more information. You are welcome to attend all the discus-
sions or only those that interest you.  
     We do not meet in December . In January we will be discussing 
“Good Good Pig”  by Sy Montgomery. 
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Thanksgiving Eve Community 
Meal:  November 26 

 

The 2nd annual Thanksgiving Eve Community Outreach Meal is just 
around the corner.  Dave Kellesvig has his chef©s hat on.  There are many 
hungry and/or lonely people in our community. Who are you inviting this 
year?  Please consider whether the person (or family) down the block 
from you would enjoy a good meal and some conversation at this holiday 
time.  If you know someone who needs a ride, contact a member of the 
Charitable Giving Team (Karen Ochu, Lindsey Fabian, or Bonnie Ander-
son).Do you have culinary or hospitality skills?   Chef Dave and the 
Charitable Giving Team need cooks, pumpkin pie bakers, servers, and 
greeters to assist in the success of this meal.   Please sign up at the kiosk 
if this effort to show Atonement©s generosity tickles your fancy.  The free 
meal will be served from 5:30-6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, November 26 in 
our fellowship hall. Community guests and Atonement members of all 
ages are welcome! The worship service begins at 7:00 p.m. in the sanctu-
ary. 
  Atonement delivers! 
                                The Charitable Giving Team and Chef Dave 

Are You Hungry? 
 

    Someone is.  Christmas is a busy time at the Food Shelves.  Please re-
member those in our community who do not have enough to eat. Holiday 
foods especially needed are:  canned corn and green beans, canned sweet 
potatoes, canned fruit, boxes of mashed potatoes, stuffing mix, canned 
gravy, cream of mushroom soup, cranberry sauce, and dessert mixes. 
Please put your food donations in the wooden box near the kiosk.  
    If you prefer, you can mail a check to either:  
 

Ralph Reeder Food Shelf Southern Anoka Community Assistance 
2101 NW 14th St                 OR 627 38th Ave NE 
New Brighton, MN 55112   Columbia Heights, MN 55421 
 

    Thank you!                             The Hunger Group 

Helping Children; Feeling 
Fulfilled 

 

    The Mounds View Public Schools “Reading Bud-
dies" program matches willing volunteers with ele-
mentary students who need help in reading.  The re-

sulting improvement in their reading abilities will build their self-
confidence and foster enthusiasm for reading. 
     If you have one hour (over lunch) per week to donate to helping a 
child read, contact Lois Croft at 651-621-7401 or at 
lois.croft@moundsviewschools.org.   Thank you! 
                                             The Charitable Giving Team 

Wounded Servicemen And  
Servicewomen 

 

    If anyone has an interest in mailing a gift to an in-
jured soldier at Landstuhl Regional Medical Center 

(in Germany), here is the address: 
Wounded Warrior Ministry 
Landstuhl Regional Medical Center 
Attention: Chaplain’s Office 
CMR 402 
APO AE 09180 
 

    Gifts desired by injured Army Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, and Marines 
are: sweatpants, sweatshirts, T shirts (they can have respectful designs 
on them), men’s toiletries, women’s toiletries, disposable cameras, and 
knit hats.  If intended as a Christmas gift, a package should be mailed by 
December 1.  These gifts will be dispersed by the Chaplain to recuperat-
ing personnel who have not received gifts from family members. 
Thank you for remembering those who are sacrificing for us overseas. 
                                                    The Charitable Giving Team  
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Aluminum Cans 
 

   Please continue to bring your cans to church in plastic garbage bags 
and put them downstairs in the old kitchen area.  Susanne and Bob June 
will periodically pick them up and take them to Hugo for recycling. If 
you are able to crush the cans, the June’s would greatly appreciate it. 
The money from the cans goes to Atonement projects. 

November Meeting Schedule 
 

Saturday,  November 8         9:00 am – 4:00 pm 
 Bring your sewing machine if you want to sew. 
 Otherwise, you can assemble bundles, sort incoming donations,  
 cut fabric , etc. 
 

 Tuesday, November 11  9:30 am – 11:30 am 
 Assemble bundles, cut fabric 
 

 Thursday, November 20        6:30 pm -  9:00 pm 
 Bring your sewing machine if you want to sew. 
 Otherwise, you can cut fabric or attach snaps. 
 

Questions?  Contact Phyllis Kvitrud, Fong Lee, or Dorri Olson. 
 

   Donations of items for the layettes can be made at any time.  All items 
must be new.  Contact Phyllis or Fong and they will take your donations 
to the Saturday meetings for you.  If the item is handmade, please esti-
mate the number of hours you took to make it.  

Daily Texts 2009 group order  
 
  Does the Daily Texts provide part of the daily bread for 
your spiritual nourishment? Many people have found 
special meaning in the use of the Daily Texts as part of 
their daily discipleship training.  This year we are again 
offering an opportunity for people to participate in a 
group order for the Daily Texts 2009.  The cost will be 

$6.40, a savings from the $8.95 cover price. There is a slight increase 
from last year because of increased shipping costs. And, because the 
shipping costs will increase substantially in December, we have an earlier 
deadline for the order. A sign up sheet will be available on the informa-
tion desk from mid-November until Sunday November, 23rd. .Checks 
should be made payable to Atonement Lutheran Church. Please indicate 
Daily Texts on the memo line. 

The Nativity of Our Lord………. 
Adult Education 

 

    The season of Advent is a season of preparation for the celebration of 
Our Lord’s birth. This event has been heralded in song and story, paint-
ings and sculpture. Hanna-Barbara has even produced a cartoon or two 
depicting the events that surround the Scriptural details. The Biblical 
account has been stretched and plied like playdough over the centuries 
of its proclamation, use and abuse. During the Sundays of Advent the 
Adult Education sessions will focus on a study of the four Gospels (one 
of which has no record of the birth and one that is more concerned with 
what the birth of  Jesus means than a retelling of the story)  and how the 
Nativity accounts were really told and/or influenced their writing. Please 
consider joining the group as a part of your Advent preparation.  
November 30…. The Gospel of Mark.. No Birth Story…. Why? 

December 7 The Gospel of Matthew Why Jewish? 
December 14 The Gospel of Luke  What about me? 
December 21 The Gospel of John What is Christmas 
all about?  
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    .Autumn is well under way and we devote the month of 
November to things for which we are thankful: homes, 

families, food, and the beauty all around us. As part of our continuing 
multi- cultural awareness we will have a unit on Native Americans 
along with other ethic groups© festivals.  Our 4-year old classes will be 
visiting CUB in November.  We will begin collecting nonperishable 
items for the local food shelves.  Our Thanksgiving Feasts will be: T-Th 
AM & PM Classes- Nov. 25th, M-W-F Class - Nov. 26th.  Let the but-
ter making begin! 
                                                                      Cindy Hanson, Director 

K ing’s Kids Preschool 

Caramel Rolls  
November 16 

 

    The Atonement Youth will be serving (one of 
the many ways our youth serve others) fresh hot 

caramel rolls just before and just after church service November 16.  
Please come and donate generously as the proceeds help to pay for our 
youth to attend church youth events and/or bible camp next summer.  
Also, if you want to earn money you can help prepare the rolls on the 
Saturday just before Caramel Roll Sunday from 9-11am.  Any questions 
call Greg Hanson 763 572-8304. 

- - - Hayr ide – a big success! - - - - - 
 
   Over 30 people enjoyed a hot dog roast and hayride with the Atonement 
youth group a few weeks ago.  We had a great evening enjoying hot dogs, 
smores, camp songs, an evening sky full of stars, and gorgeous horses 
who pulled us through the wooded trails.  Thank you to the chaperones 
for driving and escorting our young adults.  
 
    Another BIG thank you to all who supported the Youth Group by do-
nating money towards our apple crisp fundraiser.  We raised almost $200! 
 
    Sincerely, the Atonement Youth Team 

Tuesday, November 4, 2008 
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Bedrock Beliefs of  
Atonement Lutheran 
Church 
 

We believe that… 
� � God is present and active in our lives and in 

the world. 
� � God is generous to all people. 
� � God calls us to work. 
� � God is faithful.  

M iss a Sunday? 
 

Weekly announcements are posted on our 
website www.deliver4jesus.org. 

HOLIDALE 2008  
Boutique Brunch 
Saturday, November 8 
10:00 – 12:00 

 

    This is our annual evaluation of our boutique.  Please be ready to share 
both positive and negative comments, new ideas, potential changes and 
your observations.  If you are unable to attend this meeting, please put 
your written comments in Dorri Olson’s mailbox. 
    Please bring something to share for our brunch.  Coffee and juice will 
be available. 

New Pictor ial Directory 
 

     Atonement is publishing a new pictorial directory 
through Olan Mills. Photography dates are Tuesday, No-
vember 11th and Wednesday, November 12th at the 
church. You may schedule your family household appointment time 
on Sunday mornings starting Sunday, October 19th. If you don’ t sched-
ule an appointment, Olan Mills will call you. They will also make re-
minder calls prior to your appointment. Each family household that 
comes for a portrait and portrait reviewing at the church will receive a 
complimentary portrait. Portraits will be available in time for Christ-
mas cards or gifts. We appreciate 100% involvement in publishing this 
new pictorial directory. Questions call Virginia Chow, Outreach com-
mittee at 651-633-6568 or 612-716-7478. 

Women©s Retreat 2009 
  

    Pastor Margie Guelker will be the speaker at 
the women©s 2009 retreat at Luther Crest.  She is 
pastor at Christ Lutheran Church in Blaine.  Her 
topic will be "Wisdom of the Desert Mothers for 
Today©s Spiritual Pilgrims."   Thank you to Vir-
ginia Cahow for finding Pastor Margie. 
    Mark your calendars for the weekend of Apr il 

 24, 25, 26, 2009.  The cost for the retreat weekend will be $120.  More 
details will follow in February.  If you have any questions please contact 
Virginia Cahow at 651-633-6568 or Karen Ochu at 763-784-0306. 

Notes from proper ty: 
 

This is a friendly reminder to those that use the kitchen: 
       Make sure you thoroughly clean up after you and/or 
your group uses the kitchen... yes even wash the floor if it 
needs it.... and take home the dirty towels and cloths to 
wash and return them.  If you need instructions in how to 
use the equipment, please contact Elise MacKenzie (763-

571-8802). 
 

If anyone is interested in helping to keep the kitchen clean (periodic 
check-ups and twice a year deep cleaning), please contact Elise 
MacKenzie.   
     

We will be replacing our tree in the front with a spruce in the spring.  If 
you are interested in donating to the tree fund in memory of a loved one, 
we will be establishing a memorial fund with a plaque with names.  
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Reflections… 
Autumn splendor… 

 

   For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under 
heaven: a time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to 
pluck up what is planted; a time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break 
down, and a time to build up; a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time 
to mourn, and a time to dance; a time to throw away stones, and a time to 
gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from em-
bracing; a time to seek, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to 
throw away; a time to tear, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and 
a time to speak; a time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and a 
time for peace.  Ecclesiastes 3: 1-8 
 

   About a week before we left for Mississippi I noticed that for a few days 
my eyes had been soaking up the colors of the autumn leaves as splashes 
of oranges and reds appeared on some of the trees. They seemed to touch 
my heart with a sense of God’s peace as I gazed at the amazing colors that 
blanketed the leaves of the trees and plants. Looking back I wonder if part 
of the reason I felt the need to soak up those autumn colors as much as I 
could was because I knew the 9 day mission trip to Mississippi meant I 
would miss part of the beautiful Minnesota fall season. 
  As I walked through those days, I found myself wondering what it is 
about sunglasses that changes my ability to detect softer, more subtle 
shades of colors. Their tint seems to darken the perception of what I am 
looking at. It is kind of like when shadows of grief or sadness are hanging 
over our hearts and minds and how that makes it harder to see the beauty 
or goodness of God’s creation. When we are walking through times of 
darkness it can be hard to see glimpses of light and joy and hope in our 
lives. 
  There are some trees that never quite reach their peak of color. I’ve seen 
some trees where the leaves on them are half changed and fall before the 
other half reaches its peak. There are people in our lives with whom our 
relationships are never quite perfect, but we learn to love them with all 
their quirks and foibles. Have you noticed that when it is cloudy, it seems 
like a touch of a lighter shade of color in the tree leaves can make it seem 
as though the sunlight is touching the trees in a special way? When the 
sun peeks out and you watch it light up the colors of the trees it is like 
God’s light shines through the darkness of our life and reveals a special 
beauty in our faces or smiles or lives. 

continued on next page  

Teen Challenge:   
Relationship Continued 

 

   Remember the emotion we felt in April as we heard the Teen Challenge 
members state their individual stories of pain and redemption?  Remember 
how moved we were by hearing the devotion in their voices as they sang?  
We have not forgotten the Teen Challenge singers and they have not forgot-
ten us. 
During the upcoming Christmas season, many Teen Challenge residents are 
unable to go home or have no home to go to.  Atonement has been invited 
to contribute gift items for the residents (approximately 80 men and 35 
women) who will not be going home.  These gifts would go a long way to 
make Christmas memorable and special.   
If you would like to contribute a gift(s), here are some suggestions: 
 

                  Male                                                  Female 
Gloves, hats, wallets, belts  Bath and beauty products 
Christian devotional books Christian devotional books 
Black slacks (sizes 32/34,  36/34 Slippers, socks, robes 
Book bags, calendars/organizers  Gloves, sweaters 
Picture frames,  Curling irons, pillows 
Phone cards, gift cards to Target   Phone cards, gift cards to Target 
White shirts (size 15-17 Picture frames, journals 
Stationery with stamps Stationery with stamps 
Sweatshirts, sweaters   Alarm clocks 
Disposable cameras Disposable cameras, jewelry 
Christian CDs Christian CDs 
 
    Please WRAP your gift(s) and label them “Men’s”  or “Women’s.”   
Put them in the decorated box in the entry no later  than Sunday, De-
cember 7.  Our Team members will deliver them to Teen Challenge on 
Portland Avenue South in Minneapolis. The Charitable Giving Team is 
paying for l0 Target gift cards -- 5 for the men and 5 for the women.   
    Thank you for your generosity!  Blessed are the merciful, for they 
shall obtain mercy. 
                                                              The Charitable Giving Team 
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       Think of the joy and delight we feel when we see a tree at the peak 
of its autumn color. Our eyes cannot help but soak up the beauty of 
God’s creation. We want to hold that precious moment forever as it fills 
our hearts with joy and delight. But, the movement of the season is inevi-
table. The colors of the leaves fade and start to lose their beauty. The 
leaves fall battered, bruised, broken to the ground. Perhaps to lie there as 
a beautiful blanket on the ground for a while, but then scattered by the 
winds. We may have been blessed by God with similar precious mo-
ments in relationships that God has nurtured, and we want to hold the 
moment forever, just as it is. But, seasons and people change. Words are 
said, things are done, love and care fade, people walk out of our lives. 
People are bruised, battered, broken. The seasons of our lives change, 
and so do our relationships. 
  God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change; cour-
age to change the things I can; and wisdom to know the difference. Rein-
hold Niebuhr  
  Maybe we have a favorite tree to watch each fall, but it does not always 
change colors the way we expect it to or the way we want it to. The 
weather and other things affect how the trees change color. We may find 
it very disappointing when our favorite tree does not change color as we 
like. We have to realize it is out of our control and learn to accept it. Peo-
ple in our lives do not always change or act the way we like or expect 
them to and that is out of our control as well. We watch our children, or 
other young people, grow up. We watch our parents, or other friends and 
relatives, grow old. There is nothing we can do to stop it. The seasons of 
all our lives move on. We have to learn to accept each other where we 
are on our journeys, and that things will continue to change. 
  Many of these thoughts were dormant on the journey down to Missis-
sippi and as we worked hard for 5 days to help rebuild the home and life 
of one family. As we traveled home to Minnesota it was such a delight 
when we started to see the splashes of reds and oranges in the leaves 
again, and thoughts started percolating. 
  The St. Philip’s Katrina trip #6 team spent 9 days building homes and 
relationships. Like the many colors and hues of the autumn leaves on the 
beautiful trees, God took all of our gifts to create a team to serve and 
minister together. There was time to work together, helping and teaching 
each other. There was time to pull out nails, and time to hammer (and 
hammer and hammer…) nails in. There was time to tear off the old sid-
ing, and time to build up the walls with OSB to strengthen the structure  

continued on next page  
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of the house and cover it with Tyvek and new siding to protect it. There 
was time to pull out old windows, and time to install new windows to let 
in more light. There was time to relax together and enjoy fellowship and 
laughter. After 3 days of hard work, it was time to gather at the beach to 
take the team picture. We enjoyed food, fellowship, fun and a beautiful 
gulf coast sunset. 
  That part of our journeys is now complete and we ponder what comes 
next. Is it time to stay or is it time to go? Is it time to stay to minister to 
our family, community or church? Is it time to go to Rushford MN or 
Cedar Rapids IA to help with flood relief? Is it time to go back to Ocean 
Springs MS or somewhere else like Galveston TX to help with hurricane 
relief? We wait and we wonder and walk through the seasons… as the 
journey continues… 
  At that point I thought the reflection was done. The St. Philip’s Katrina 
trip #6 team worked hard to rebuild a home in Mississippi that was dev-
astated by Hurricane Katrina. It is harder to rebuild the lives of families 
devastated by life’s storms. An hour or two after I finished writing I was 
looking at the newspaper. In it I was shocked to read of a Fridley family 
who had been dealt a devastating blow in the sudden death of their 19 
year old son. Many questions shroud the circumstances of his death. One 
thing is clear – the heart wrenching grief and pain his loved ones must be 
experiencing. Many of the guest book entries I read spoke of an ever 
smiling young man. What tore the smile from his face? What tore the 
hope from his heart? 
  I had to be at work at the time of his funeral, but God pulled me outside 
into the fresh air for a short walk. It felt like I needed to be somewhere 
quiet where I could pray. As I walked across the parking lot I was startled 
to see a heart-shaped, yellow-brown leaf on the ground. At first I walked 
past it, but God made me stop and turn around and pick it up. An autumn 
leaf, torn from the tree by the wind, it seemed like it was so brittle and 
vulnerable that it could be easily crushed and broken in my hand. As I 
walked, I carried it gently cradled in my hand. Carrying it with gentle 
care stirred me to pray for the hurting family and friends of that young 
man, gathered to grieve his death. Sensing that they may be feeling brittle 
and vulnerable like the leaf, there were prayers they would hear words of 
care and compassion, and feel gently cradled in God’s loving hand. As I 
pondered the forces of evil that had torn this young man from his family, 
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some of the words of “A Mighty Fortress is our God” rang through my 
head to bring hope and light into the darkness of their grief. “ Were they 
to take our house, goods, honor, child, or spouse, Though life be 
wrenched away, They cannot win the day. The Kingdom’s ours for-
ever!“  The journey we travel is long and hard, and we will experience 
sorrow, but we know how the journey will end, and in that we experi-
ence joy.  Thanks be to God!!! 
 

Nellie 

Consecration Sunday is November 9 
 

     Consecration Sunday is our annual stewardship drive. This is the 
time for you to pray about, talk about, and think about how the Holy 
Spirit is calling you to serve. On November 9 you will be asked to fill 
out an estimate of giving card for 2009. Please come for the worship 
service and then the celebration dinner afterwards. The dinner will be 
catered by Pat MacKenzie and is a wonderful opportunity for fellow-
ship. Be sure to fill out the Consecration Sunday Reservation Card and 
turn it in to the church office. 
 

Everyone is welcome!  
 

"Christian stewardship is the practice of systematic and 
proportionate giving of time, abilities, and material posses-
sions, based upon the conviction that these are trusts from 
God to be used in his service for the benefit of all mankind 
in grateful acknowledgement of Christ©s redeeming love."  
National Council of Churches 

 

"Stewardship is what we do after we say we believe." 
Clarence C. Stoughton 

 

Consecration co-chairs, 
Tom Sawyer 
Royce King 
Steve Klaers  

Thanksgiving Eve  
Worship Service 

Wednesday, November 26  
at 7 p.m. 
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Par ish Notes 

November 
Bir thdays 

November 
Anniversar ies 

Nov. 02 Scott Carlson 
Nov. 06 Ron Anderson 
Nov. 10 Curt Olson 
Nov. 11 Dorri Olson 
 Tom Sawyer 
 Aubrey Wanna 
Nov. 12 Gene Christenson 
Nov. 14 Wayne Haselhorst 
Nov. 20 Jason Cardosi 
 Jenna MacKenzie 
Nov. 25 Lisa Walters 
Nov. 26 Dorothy Holmquist 
Nov. 28 Alexander (Z) Quanbeck 

Nov 10 Lloyd & Bea Lea 1957 

Celebrating a Blessing from God: 
 The baptism of Bake Kok on October 5. 
 Confirmation of Jennifer Benson, Hanna Blackmon, Chanen Hanson 
 and Brad Houfek on October 26 
 

In Chr istian Sympathy: 
 The family and loved ones of Florence Rathbun, who passed away 
Oct. 1 
 The family and loved ones of Sue Gin Chow Leong, who passed away 
Oct. 18. Sue is Fong Lee’s mother & Cheryl Lunde’s grandmother. 
 

Shor t-stay Surgery, Hospitalized and/or  Recuperating at home: 
 Tom Sawyer, Mary Ann Nelson, Dave Kellesvig, Sally Kline 

  
  

N
o

vem
b

er 2008 D
aily S

crip
tu

re R
ead

in
g

s 
  

S
un 

M
on 

T
ues 

W
ed 

T
hurs 

F
ri 

S
at 

  
  

  
  

  
  

1 
  

  
  

  
  

  
P

salm
 43 

  
  

  
  

  
  

M
alachi 1:6 - 

2:9 
  

  
  

  
  

  
M

at 23:13-28 
2 

3 
4 

5 
6 

7 
8 

R
ev 7:9-17 

P
salm

 5 
P

salm
 5 

P
salm

 5 
P

salm
 70 

P
salm

 70 
P

salm
 70 

P
s 34:1-10,22 

Jer 5:18-31 
Lam

 2:13-17 
P

rov 16:21-33 
A

m
os 1:1 - 2:5 

A
m

os 3:1-12 
A

m
os 4:6-13 

1 John 3:1-3 
1 T

hes 2:13-20 
A

cts 13:1-12 
M

att 15:1-9 
R

ev 8:6 - 9:12 
R

ev 9:13-21 
M

att 24:1-14 
M

att 5:1-12 
  

  
  

  
  

  
9 

10 
11 

12 
13 

14 
15 

A
m

os 5:18-24 
P

salm
 63 

P
salm

 63 
P

salm
 63 

P
salm

 90:1-12 
P

salm
 90:1-12 P

salm
 90:1-12 

P
s 70 

A
m

os 8:7-14 
Joel 1:1-14 

Joel 3:9-21 
E

z 6:1-14 
E

z 7:1-9 
E

z 7:10-27 
1 T

hes 4:13-18 
1 C

or 14:20-25 
1 thes 3:6-13 

M
att 24:29-35 

R
ev 16:1-7 

R
ev 16:8-21 

M
att 12:43-45 

M
att 25:1-13 

  
  

  
  

  
  

16 
17 

18 
19 

20 
21 

22 
Z

eph 1:7,12-18 
P

salm
 9:1-14 

P
salm

 9:1-14 
P

salm
 9:1-14 

P
salm

 95:1-7a 
P

salm
 95:1-7a P

salm
 95:1-7a 

P
s 90:1-12 

Z
ech 1:7-17 

Z
ech 2:1-5, 5:1-

4 
Job 16:1-21 

1 K
ings 22:13-

23 
1 C

hron 17:1-
15 

Is 44:21-28 
1 T

hes 5:1-11 
R

om
 2:1-11 

1 T
hes 5:12-18 

M
att 24:45-51 

R
ev 14:1-11 

R
ev 22:1-9 

M
att 12:46-50 

M
att 25:14-30 

  
  

  
  

  
  

23 
24 

25 
26 

27 
28 

29 
E

zek 34:11-16,20-
24 

P
salm

 7 
P

salm
 7 

P
salm

 7 
D

eut 8:7-18 
P

s 80:1-7,17-
19 

P
s 80:1-7,17-19 

P
s 95:1-7a 

E
sther 2:1-18 

E
sther 8:3-17 

E
z 33:7-20 

P
s 65 

Z
ech 14:1-9 

M
icah 2:1-13 

E
ph1:15-23 

2 T
im

 2:8-13 
R

ev 19:1-9 
John 5:19-40                              

2 C
or 9:6-15 

1 T
hes 4:1-18 

M
att 24:15-31 

M
att 25:31-46 

  
  

  
Luke 17:11-19 

  
  



�

Nursery Schedule 
 

Sunday 10 a.m. 
Nov 2  Tami Kinney 
Nov 9 Gwen Blomseth 
Nov 16 Kirsten Ellis 
Nov 23 Tony Houfek 
Wed, Nov 26  
Nov 30 Heidi Eschenbach 

Greeter  Schedule 
 

Sunday 10 a.m. 
Nov 2  Kay Christenson & Dave Landrus 
Nov 9 Susanne June & Leonard Larson 
Nov 16 Kevin & Gwen Blomseth 
Nov 23 Dorri Olson & Susanne June 
Wed,, Nov 26  
Nov 30 Bea Lea & Karen Larson 

Lay Assisting Minister  Schedule 
 
Sunday 10 a.m. 
Nov 2  Joel Gueningsman  
Nov 9 Royce King 
Nov 16 Wayne Haselhorst 
Nov 23 Mary Billington 
Nov 30 Joel Gueningsman  

November Meals on Wheels 
 

Thursday 10:45am—Noon 
November 6 Paul and Bonnie Anderson  
 Marilyn Nelson 
November 13 Gary & Kerry Shoberg 
November 20 Roger & Phyllis Kvitrud 
November 27 Thanksgiving Day 

Coffee Fellowship 
 

Sunday 10 a.m. 
Nov 2  Helen Campeau 
Nov 9 Consecration Sunday 
Nov 16 Confirmation Students 
Nov 23 Dave & Nellie Landrus 
Nov 30 Virginia Cahow & Mary Ann Nelson 

Communion Helpers Schedule 
 

Sunday 10 a.m. Sunday 10 a.m. 
Nov 2  Shirley Peterson Nov 16   
 Kirsten Ellis 
 Bruce Jahnke 
 Nancy Jahnke 
Nov 9 Helen Campeau Nov 23 
 Bev Johnson   
 Sally Kline 
 Fong Lee Nov 30 

Lector  Schedule 
 

Sunday 10 a.m. 
Nov 2  Shirley Peterson 
Nov 9 Helen Campeau 
Nov 16  
Nov 23  
Nov 30  

Usher Schedule 
 

Sunday 10 a.m. 
Nov 2  Jan Wedin 
Nov 9 Paul & Bonnie Anderson 
Nov 16  
Nov 23 Jan Wedin 
Wed, Nov 26  
Nov 30  


