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The Delivery Journal 
Hey Everyone, 
     The end of the year brings about a mixture 
of thanksgiving, nostalgia, and anticipation for 
individuals and congregations alike. I am 
positive that 2009 did not turn out to be exactly 
the year that any of us anticipated. There was 
the requisite mixture of fulfillment and 
disappointment, assuredness and anxiety, as  

well as joy and grief. Yet, this is the nature of life, both our private lives 
lived within the context of friends and family and our common life lived 
out as the people of Atonement Lutheran Church. It 
is never what we expect. However, it is my firm 
belief that life is always so much more than we 
expect it to be as well. This abundant life to which 
we have been called into has never failed to 
energize, enrich, or challenge each one of us. 
     There is certainly a sense of thanksgiving as we 
reflect back upon the past year of ministry that we 
participated in as the people of God in this place. 
We should never take for granted the great gift it is 
to have fellow disciples who have been called into our common work 
here. Week after week, we gather together around word and sacrament.  
We gather together to receive forgiveness, we gather together to worship, 
and we gather together to be sent out into our daily vocation strengthened 
for those things God has called us to do. We build relationships with our 
neighbors, we tend to our families, and we look for ways to serve those 
around us. I am so thankful for your generosity, your excellent 
stewardship of time and resources, your welcoming spirit, and your 
willingness to be engaged by scripture and life together. 
     The sense of nostalgia is certainly apropos for the ending of one thing 
as we await the beginning of something new. As your pastor, I find 
myself nostalgic for those people who have now gone from our 
community. We have had relatively few funerals in the last two years, but 
there have still been members of this community whose work is now 
completed. We mourn those who are no longer with us at this time of 
year. There have also been members of this community that have moved 
on to new ventures and new places. We wish them Godspeed and pray 
they find a community in which they can once again hear Christ 
proclaimed. 

continued on next page 

Congregational Meeting 
January 31 

 

   Our Atonement council will hold a congregational 
meeting on Sunday, January 31. Check the Sunday 
announcements for more information. At this meeting we 
will vote on our 2010 ministry plan (budget). 

Sharing our Blessings and Using 
our Gifts  

Over the last month Atonement members and friends: 
*  furnished nine big bags of Christmas gifts for children served 

by Southern Anoka Community Assistance and Ralph Reeder 
Food Shelf. 

*  served 113 people at the Thanksgiving Eve Community Out-
reach Dinner. 

*  donated $260 to Atonement Youth for a family they adopted 
for Christmas. 
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Bible Studies 

Prayer Ministers Available  
 

    Prayer ministers will be available after church on January 10 for those 
requesting prayers for yourself or others. 

� � Mary Morning Circle is scheduled to meet at 9:30 a.m. on  
Thursday, January 14 in Phyllis Kvitrud’s home. We extend an invi-
tation to all women to join our Bible Study.  

 

� � Elizabeth Circle is scheduled to meet at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday,  
 January 19, at Carol Uecker’s home. 
 

� � Naddy’s Men’s Fellowship meets each Thursday morning at 6:30 
at R.J. Riches in Mounds View.  

 

� � Monday Morning Men’s Breakfast and Bible Study meet  
Mondays at 7 a.m. for  breakfast in the Fellowship Hall followed 
by a study of the next Sunday’s scripture readings.  

Notes from the Pastor—continued 
 

     While thanksgiving and nostalgia are part of this season, the greatest 
feeling present at this time of year for our congregation must be 
anticipation. God remains faithful and we have the great gift and 
opportunity of entering into yet another year of ministry in this place. 
The coming months will bring with them new challenges, new gifts, 
new members of our community, and the excitement that comes with 
trying to figure out exactly what God is up to in this place. We can be 
sure of one thing…God is indeed moving in this place and we are all 
invited to be a part of it. 
     As the New Year dawns on us once again, I will continue to pray for 
you and your families. I am thankful for you and for this community and 
I look forward to seeing how Christ will be revealed in and through you 
in the coming weeks and months. 
     Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 

     Pastor Tom 

Adult Education Resumes on  
January 10 

 

    In 1938, Pr. Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote Life Together as an exploration 
of what it meant to live in Christian community. In this relatively short 
work, Bonhoeffer presents insights into the common life of disciples who 
find themselves living in communities of faith. The insights presented in 
1938 are still as timely today as ever. 
    Please join us for an Adult Education four-week class examining this 
book and enjoying mutual conversation. 
    Classes on this book will be on January 10, 17, 24, and 31 from 8:45-
9:30 in the green room. 
   See you there.                Pastor Tom 

Wednesday, November 25, 2009 
 

    Something wonderful happened at Atonement on Wednesday 
evening, November 25.   Atonement volunteers worked hard to help 
Chef Dave Kellesvig cook 5 large turkeys for the 3rd Annual 
Thanksgiving Eve Community Outreach meal.  113 diners ate turkey, 
stuffing, gravy, mashed potatoes, sweet potatoes, corn, green beans, 
cornbread, cranberries, and pumpkin pie.  A delicious meal, indeed!   
    The food was served with a hearty scoop and a smile.   22 of the 
diners were non-Atonians. We are grateful to our members who invited 
guests; sharing our Atonement spirit is the intended purpose of this 
event. 
    Following the meal, a moving service was held in the sanctuary.  
Pastor Paul Betiku, Pastor Tom and Joel Gueningsman (as well as folks 
in the pews) brought to mind the things for which we are thankful. 
    A special tribute goes to Bea Laubach, Susanne June, and Bev 
Johnson for working long hours in the kitchen on November 25 to help 
Dave prepare all the foods. 
    The Charitable Giving Team thanks all the greeters, table hosts, 
servers, pumpkin pie bakers, and the ever-important clean up crew.  
This event would not be possible without such a combined effort.  The 
impetus goes to Dave; the follow-through to the generous work of 
church volunteers. 
              The Charitable Giving Team and Chef Dave 
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Have fabr ic?  old blankets? 
gently used sheets? 

 

      The Atonement Quilters will begin assembling quilts for Lutheran 
World Relief in January.  In past years we have been blessed with 
generous donations of fabric.  The quilting elves have been busy all 
summer scouring garage sales and thrift shops in search of old blankets 
and gently used sheets to be used as fillers and backing for the quilts.  If 
you have some fabric you  realize you©ll never have time to sew;  if you 
have colorful sheets which  are in good condition;  if  you 
have blankets in just about any condition;  the quilters can 
turn them into warm quilts for people in refugee camps.  
Bless you for your help.   Questions?  Call Lynn Miller or 
Janice Schmidt. 

Atonement Quilters: 
 

    Get your scissors and needles ready!  We will begin 
working on quilts on Monday, January 11th, at 9:00 a.m. 
and will continue working on Mondays through February 
and March, or until we have our quilts and layettes 

assembled. 
    Thanks to funding from the Boutique and research and comparison 
shopping by Arlene Drier, Janice Schmidt and Bev Johnson, we have 
purchased a new sewing machine.  This should make our assembly line 
even more efficient. 

 
  

    Ladies, mark your calendars!  The women©s 
retreat for 2010 will be held at Luthercrest on 
Apr il 16, 17, and 18.  A speaker still has not 
been found, so if you have any suggestions, 
please call Karen Ochu at  
763-784-0306 as soon as possible. 
   Thank you.  

FAITH AND OUR FUTURE 
--An ISIAH NE Caucus sponsored conversation with 
governor candidates on opportunity and dignity for all 

Minnesotans 
 

    On Saturday afternoon, March 6, an informative exchange will occur 
with Minnesota gubernatorial candidates.  This non-partisan gathering 
will ask the candidates questions developed at churches in the Twin 
Cities’  northeast suburbs. We will be electing a new governor this 
November who will guide the policies of this state for at least the next 
four years. What kind of state do they intend to create for the youth and 
young-adults of our area? Should people have Faith that their Future 
will be one of opportunity, fulfillment, and dignity?  
     Set time aside to invest in the future of Minnesota. Gather at Our 
Savior ’s Lutheran Church (9185 Lexington Ave NE, Circle Pines, 
MN  55014) at 2:00 p.m. on March 6. 
     Atonement has been asked to submit 2 questions for this forum. You 
can give your question to Bruce or Nancy Jahnke, Tom or Sheri Sawyer 
or Lindsey Fabian.  They can also be sent to the Atonement e-mail 
address: ltcrossroads@juno.com or left in the church office. We will 
have a gathering to narrow it down to two questions later in January.  If 
you are interested in attending, you can contact any of the above 
people.  
 

Below are the rules for the questions: 
1. All the questions for candidates should be connected visibly to your 
values, morals, and FAITH. 
2. All the questions should focus on building a FUTURE of 
opportunity and dignity for people in our area and all of Minnesota.  
They should not be limited to solving the budget problems of the 
current biennium, for example. 
3. We expect each church or organization to prioritize their top 2 
questions.  Additional ideas can be submitted, but the top 2 must be 
identified.  The questions should be NON-PARTISAN, or at least the 
two questions should reflect a partisan balance. 
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Prayer Shawl Ministry 
Saturday, January 9 

10 a.m.—noon 
 

    Everyone is welcome to join this group.  We 
will continue our study of Ordinary Joy by Joe Campeau.  You may  
participate in the Bible study or just listen as we talk and crochet or knit.  
Bring your project and materials with you.  Please remember to enter by 
the kitchen door if there is no other activity occurring in the church. 
    If you would like to join us or learn to knit or crochet, please contact 
Mary Billington or Dorri Olson. 

Game Day 
 

    Come and join us at 1 p.m. for some relaxing time 
playing games. Bring along a game you would like to 
play. Game Day will be Thursday, January 14. 

Atonement Book Club 
 

     Our next meeting will be held at Atonement Luther 
Church on Monday, January 18 at 7 p.m..  We will be discussing The 
Shack by William Paul Young.  Everyone is invited to this interesting 
discussion! Contact Kay Christenson at 651-633-2051 for more infor-
mation.  
   In February we will be discussing The Perfect Day by  
Lauraine Snelling. 

ABCD 
Atonement Book Club Daytime 

 

    Our next meeting of ABCD is Monday, January 4 at 
Nancy Jahnke’s home at 1:00 p.m.  We will be discussing The Shack 
by William Paul Young.  Please notify Nancy if you would like to 
attend.  She can give you directions to her home. 
    We meet the first Monday afternoon of each month and will be 
discussing Day After Night by Anita Diamant on February 1.  The 
contact person for this group is Dorri Olson. 

Caramel Rolls  
January 10 

 

    The Atonement Youth will be serving (one of the many ways our youth 
serve others) fresh hot caramel rolls just before and just after church service 
on December 20.  Please come and donate generously as the proceeds help 
to offset the costs of youth activities.  Also, if you want to earn money for 
Youth activities you can help prepare the rolls on the Saturday just before 
Caramel Roll Sunday from 9-11 a.m.  Any questions call, Greg Hanson  at 
763 572-8304. 

Pancake Breakfast 
January 17 

 

   The Guys-who-make-great-pancakes will be  
back at it on Sunday, January 17.  They will make and serve a pancakes 
breakfast from 9:00 a.m. until noon. 

Many Happy Children 
 

     Thank you to all the Atonement members and guests who contributed 
toys and clothing for needy children during November and December.  
The Hunger Group©s BIG box in the church entry filled (albeit slowly at 
first) with gifts.  After service on December 13, the gifts were divided 
between our two local food shelves.  In all, nine (9!) big bags of gifts were 
collected!! 
Gifts included games, lotions, books, scarves, jewelry, balls, mittens, 
stuffed animals, infant clothing, teenage clothing, etc.  In case you 
wondered about the need this year, one of the food shelves notified 
Atonement that 888 children (100 more than in 2008) had registered as 
wanting some Christmas cheer. 
    On December 14, the gifts were delivered to Ralph Reeder Food Shelf 
by Roger and Phyllis Kvitrud and to Southern Anoka Community 
Assistance (SACA) by Bev Johnson.  Thank you Roger, Phyllis, and 
Bev for bringing these gifts to the food shelves.        
                              The Hunger Group and the Charitable Giving Team 



�

Reflections... 
Amid the cold of winter… 

 

   A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow 
out of his roots. The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of  
wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of 
knowledge and the fear of the Lord.   Isaiah 11: 1-2 
  “ Lo, how a rose e’er blooming from the tender stem hath sprung! Of 
Jesse’s lineage coming, as men of old have sung. It came a blossom bright, 
amid the cold of winter…”  
 

   Advent comes amid the cold of winter when many people retreat to the 
warmth and comfort of their homes. Do we use the time to ponder our  
journey through Advent? Have you been able to pause in the bustle of the 
season and ponder some questions? What have you seen or heard or 
smelled or experienced this Advent season? Has your path taken you by the 
church with the sign “Ready to receive the present”? Do you wonder, as I 
do, do they mean ‘present’  as in ‘gift’  or as in ‘ this moment in time’? What 
is the most special present that you received this Christmas? Did it come 
wrapped in a box or was it a gift from the heart? Was it Jesus in your heart? 
Was your heart prepared to receive that present; that special gift from God? 
Are you ready to live this moment in time? Did you get caught up in  
culture’s demands and expectations for Christmas instead of anticipating 
Christ’s birth? William Shakespeare wrote, “To be, or not to be: that is the 
question…” With so many Christmas and holiday events and activities, our 
December question might be, “To go, or not to go…” What call did you 
hear this Advent? Did you hear the prophet calling? 
  The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in 
the law of the shadow of death, a light has dawned.   Isaiah 9:2 
  “ A star, rising in the east, a messenger of holy peace. A star, shining o’er 
the earth, the herald of a royal birth… A star of heavenly design revealing 
hope to humankind…”  
  The prophets of old spoke words of hope to the Israelites when they  
foretold of Christ’s birth. They wandered in the wilderness for 40 years and 
walked through deep darkness many times. For hundreds of years they 
clung to God’s promise of a Messiah who would come and redeem them. 
The birth of Jesus in Bethlehem was the answer to the ancient prayer,  
revealing hope for all people, bringing God’s light to shine in the darkness 
of our lives. Advent is a season of joyful anticipation for the birth of a 
child; preparing and waiting and watching for Christ to come… into our 
hearts.                                             continued on next page 
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    I hope the Christmas Season is finding you well!   We had a 
wonderful time in December singing carols with our Grand 
Friends and learning about all the other celebrations that take 

place in December. We finished the year with a Birthday Party for 
Baby Jesus.  In January we will talk about footprints we see in the 
snow and who they belong to, bears cooperation, dinosaurs, the ocean, 
shapes, sizes and snowmen! 
    We will begin accepting registrations for the 2010-2011 school year 
in January for families currently enrolled and on February 1st for new 
families.  The Grand Friends, from Brightondale, will be coming to 
visit King©s Kids Preschool on Wednesday, January 21st, when we 
will move our class to the Fellowship Hall.  We are very excited about 
hosting our Grand Friends and showing them what we like to do at 
preschool. 
                     Cindy Hanson, Director 

Splash, Splash! 
Fun at the Waterpark! 

Get ready for an evening of fun at the 
Shoreview Water Park. 

 

Attention all youth and families -- Let’s go swimming! 
 

Who? All Youth, families, and friends     
What? Swimming at the Tropics Indoor Water Park in Shoreview 
When?  Friday night January 15th from 6:00-9:30pm 
Where? Drop off/pick-up at church (we’ ll need some drivers too) 
How much?    $5, includes swimming, pizza, and beverages 

  

Sign-up on poster in the narthex.  After swimming we’ ll come back to 
church for pizza.  Fun!  
 

Q’s?  Please ask Lindsey Fabian – 651-633-1523. 
 

Thanks, the Youth Team 
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M iss a Sunday? 
 

Weekly announcements are posted on our website at 
www.deliver4jesus.org. 
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  But, for some people this Advent has not been one of waiting with  
anticipation for a joyful event. Amid the cold of winter, there have been 
deep, dark shadows over the journey of some of our brothers and sisters 
in Christ as they walk through these days. They have lost jobs, faced  
difficult surgeries, suffered broken relationships, endlessly waited for a 
diagnosis, or walked with a loved one who is dying. There are many with 
sorrow, not joy, in their hearts as Christmas approaches. Through days of 
sorrows and joys we walk with each other as best we can in our human 
weaknesses and brokenness, keeping each other in prayer, sharing hugs 
and words of support and encouragement, reaching out to the hurting.  
  For weeks the choir prepared to share “ I Hear the Prophet Callin’ ”  with 
the congregation. Perhaps those who are walking in darkness this Advent 
season needed to hear the words of the cantata more than any choir  
member who sang the anthems. The first song starts with the words, 
“Listen to the story, hear the story of His birth. Listen, God is coming, 
God is coming to the earth.”  It is a story we have heard many times but 
we need to listen to it again, and be reminded of God’s promises to His 
chosen, beloved people. We need to hear again of the prophets who  
foretold of the Messiah, the one who would come to fulfill God’s  
promise of eternal life for all who believe, a home in Heaven where there 
will be no more tears… no more sorrows… 
  Those words were still ringing in my head and heart when word came 
that a dear sister in Christ had lost her husband. As I walked through the 
halls at work, my heart ached for her. Thoughts stirred that here we are in 
the season of Advent, preparing for and anticipating the birth of a child – 
Jesus – and death intrudes. How dare it! But then, God reminded me that 
death is part of life, it is the other end of our earthly journey from birth. 
And, it was so that death would not be the end that Christ came to this 
earth for us – to bring hope of a brighter tomorrow when we greet the 
new morning in Heaven. As I walked slowly back along the west  
windows to my desk God drew my eyes to the setting sun and reminded 
me that just as there is sunrise and sunset there is birth and death. And, 
with all who are grieving we can trust in God’s promise of a new  
morning sunrise with the dawn of a new day in Heaven. Indeed, the  
people who walked in darkness have seen a great Light! 
  This is a story of hope that we need to share with each other over and 
over again. God calls us to shine His light for each other, especially 
through days of darkness and grief. And in these final days before  

continued on next page 
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Christmas we were blessed to witness God’s light and love in action in 
the overwhelming support of this community of faith for our grieving 
sister in Christ. Open hearts were stirred to help in countless ways. So 
many family and friends called to ask how they could help or what they 
could bring that it was thought we would have to decline their generous 
offers. People came early to help set up or prepare the food or stayed late 
to help clean up. Folks set aside their vacation and Christmas preparation 
plans to pitch in and help however they could, stepping in with willing 
hearts and open hands. This Christmas is likely to be a very rough one for 
the grieving family, but the caring presence of the people of this 
congregation has been a very special present for them. By your loving 
and caring words and actions you have helped God’s light shine in a time 
of darkness and brought hope, peace, and comfort. Amid the cold of 
winter it has been a great blessing to see the warmth of your hearts in the 
ways you have ministered to our sister in Christ. Thanks be to God as you 
let Christ’s light shine through you. 
        Nellie�

Saint Paul Area Synod  
Women of the ELCA Convention 

 

    Gals, this is for you.   The 2010 convention of the Saint Paul Area 
Synod Women of the ELCA is Fr iday and Saturday, Apr il 16-17 at 
Saint Paul Lutheran Church (609 S. 5th St, Stillwater , MN).  The 
Friday featured speaker is Catherine Malotky who writes the back page 
article in the Lutheran Women Today magazine.  She is a pastor and a 
teacher.  The featured speaker on Saturday is Brenda Meier from 
Lutheran World Relief.  
    Convention cost is $45, to be paid by March 16.  Call Susan 
Fredricksen at 651-430-1111 for further information. 
             The Charitable Giving Team 
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Nursery Schedule 
 

Sunday 10 a.m. 
January 3 Gwen Blomseth 
January 10 Heidi Eschenbach  
January 17 Sheri Sawyer 
January 24 Tony Houfek 
January 31 Heidi Eschenbach 

Greeter  Schedule 
 

Sunday 10 a.m. 
January 3 Gwen & Kevin Blomseth 
January 10 Roger & Phyllis Kvitrud 
January 17 Sheri Sawyer & Virginia Cahow 
January 24 Dave Kellesvig & Tony Houfek 
January 31 Kay Christenson 

Lay Assisting Minister  Schedule 
 

Sunday 10 a.m. 
January 3 Lorna Schultz 
January 10 Mary Billington 
January 17 Nellie Landrus 
January 24 Royce King 
January 31 Joel Gueningsman 

January Meals on Wheels 
 

Thursday 10:45am—Noon 
January 7 Kerry & Gary Shoberg 
January 14 Bonnie & Paul Anderson 
January 21 Marilyn Nelson 
 Jack & Jim Drier 
January 28 Roger & Phyllis Kvitrud 

Coffee Fellowship 
 

Sunday 10 a.m. 
January 3 Virginia Cahow & Mary Ann Nelson 
January 10 Roger & Phyllis Kvitrud 
January 17 Guys Who Make Great Pancakes 
January 24 Dave & Nellie Landrus 
January 31 Bruce & Nancy Jahnke & Irene Brandt 

Lector  Schedule 
 

Sunday 10 a.m. 
January 3 Shirley Peterson 
January 10 Marilyn Nelson 
January 17 Carol Uecker 
January 24 Carol Hoiby 
January 31 Bruce Jahnke 

Communion Helper   Schedule 
 

Sunday 10 a.m. Sunday 10 a.m. 
January 3 Shirley Peterson January 24 Carol Hoiby 
 Virginia Cahow  Sally Kline 
 Karen Ochu 
 Fong Lee 
January 10 Marilyn Nelson January 31 Bea Lea 
 Curt Olson  Bruce Jahnke 
 Scott Carlson 
 Jackie Lundemo 
January 17 Kirsten Ellis 
 Ben Abresch 

Usher Schedule 
 

Sunday 10 a.m. 
January 3  
January 10 Paul & Bonnie Anderson 
January 17  
January 24  
January 31  
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Par ish Notes 

January 
Bir thdays 

January 
Anniversary 

Jan 7 Andre Fortin 
Jan 8  Amanda Kimble 
Jan 9 Andrew Moris 
Jan 10 Virginia Cahow 
Jan 13 Richard Larson 
Jan 15 Royce King 
Jan 18 Breonna Hurry 
Jan 19 Annika Fabian 
Jan 19 Donalee Wanna 
Jan 21  Joshua Eschenbach 
Jan 23 Peter Landrus 

Jan 9 Doug & Virginia Cahow—1959 

In Chr istian Sympathy: 
    Please keep the family of Dorothy Wethe in your prayers as they grieve 
her death.. 
     Please keep Gene Christenson and his family in your prayers as they 
mourn the death of his sister, Neoma.  
   Please keep Susanne June and her family in your prayers as they mourn 
the death of her husband, Bob June.  
 

Hospitalized and/or  Recuperating at Home:   
    Sally Kline, Pat MacKenzie (caterer), Shelley McDonald, Dorri Olson, 
Karen Olson, Chris Paradise, Jan Wedin.  

Thank You 
 

Hi Atonement! 
     Thank you so much for your continued 
support of the missionary experiences 
that God’s calling me toward. You have 
been a continued blessing in my life and I 
believe as you continue to see the Lord 
and His purposes for the church 
(meaning its people as a body). He will 
use you in mighty ways in your 
community! Continue to be a beacon of 
light on the corner, living lives of being 
set apart, reflecting the glory of God 
through your love and unity of the body! 
Blessings to you. 
Love,      Summer Smith 
 

Our Prayer Net/Chain continues to pray 
for Summer. To find out more about her 
mission work go to her blog at 
http://globalsummer.blogspot.com/ 

Flower 
Deliver ies: 

 

    Flowers were delivered to 
Christine Paradise and Dorri 
Olson, both of whom are 
recovering at home after 
surgery. We are keeping 
them in our thoughts and 
prayers. 


